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Appendix A 
Public Notification That a Potential Event Was Occurring 

(40 CFR §50.14(c)(1)) 
 

FIGURE A-1 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PUBLIC ZONES 

 
Fig A-1: Illustrates the public zones serviced by the National Weather Service Office in 
Phoenix and San Diego.  Imperial County, including southeast sections of Riverside County 
are part of the reporting public zone areas from the Phoenix office 

 
The Appendix A-Supplemental contains all the pertinent National Weather Service notices issued 
by the San Diego or Phoenix NWS office by date and time order. 
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FIGURE A-2 
IMPERIAL COUNTY WEEKEND ADVISORY NOTICE 
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FIGURE A-2 
IMPERIAL COUNTY WEEKEND ADVISORY NOTICE - CONTINUED 

 

Fig A-2:  The Imperial County Air Pollution Control District published on its website a 
notice advising the public of the incoming strong cold front and the potential for 
thunderstorms and strong winds  
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FIGURE A-3 
WEATHER BRIEFING PHOENIX NWS OFFICE FREEZE WATCH 

 
Fig A-3:  Although the NWS office in Phoenix did not identify winds, the issued Weather 
Briefing serves to identify the regional nature of the system as it moved through the 
region  
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FIGURE A-4 
COLD TEMPERATURES, GUSTY WINDS ACROSS SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
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FIGURE A-4 
COLD TEMPERATURES, GUSTY WINDS ACROSS SAN DIEGO COUNTY - CONTINUED 

 
Fig A-4:  One of a couple of articles identifying the cold front, winds and the regional 
nature of the event 
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FIGURE A-5 
HIGH WINDS IMPACT SOUTHEASTERN CALIFORNIA 

 
Fig A-5: The NWS issued a high wind warning for the mountains and deserts of San Diego 
County effective until 1 p.m. on Monday, December 14, 2015. West winds of 35 to 45 
mph with gusts up to 65 mph were expected. Winds 50 mph and above measured within 
the lower deserts around Ocotillo Wells and Borrego Springs. Volcan Mountain, just west 
of Imperial Valley, measured winds of 71 mph 
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FIGURE A-6 
STORM EVENTS DATABASE – DESCRIPTION OF TROUGHS AND WINDS 

 

 
 

Fig A-6:  The San Diego deserts adjacent to Imperial County measured elevated winds and 
gusts for multiple hours along Borrego Springs. The time of the high winds correspond to 
the period of elevated PM10 concentrations in Imperial County. Source:  NOAA’s Storm 
Events Database 
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FIGURE A-7 
STORM EVENTS DATABASE – AFFECT ONTO BORREGO SPRINGS 

 

 
Fig A-7: Strong winds measured in the Anza Borrego Desert Mesonet station is WNW to 
NW of Brawley, El Centro, Westmorland, and Niland. Source:  NOAA’s Storm Events 
Database 
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FIGURE A-8 
DRIFTING SAND/DUST OVER IMPERIAL COUNTY 

 
Fig A-8:  NOAA’s Smoke Text Product identified blowing dust or sand over portions of Imperial 
County during the event day. The notice was effective up through 1830 on December 14, 2015. 
Source: http://www.ssd.noaa.gov/PS/FIRE/DATA/SMOKE/2015/2015L150242.html  

 
  

http://www.ssd.noaa.gov/PS/FIRE/DATA/SMOKE/2015/2015L150242.html
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FIGURE A-9 
IMPERIAL VALLEY AIR QUALITY FORECAST 

Fig A-9: Is a copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District air quality forecast, 
predicting gusty, northwesterly winds capable of creating blowing dust. In addition, the 
notice advised residents that suspended particulate matter could be “unhealthy for 
sensitive groups.”  
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FIGURE A-10 
IMPERIAL COUNTY AIR QUALITY ALERT 

 
Fig A-10: Is a copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District Air Quality Alert 
issued for 0300 on December 13, 2015 as air quality entered the Unhealthy for Sensitive 
Groups range 
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FIGURE A-11 
IMPERIAL COUNTY AIR QUALITY ALERT 

 
Fig A-11: Is a copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District Air Quality Alert 
issued for 0700 on December 14,2015 as air quality entered the Unhealthy range 
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FIGURE A-12 
IMPERIAL COUNTY DAILY WEATHER AND AG BURNING INFORMATION 

 

 
Fig A-12: Is a copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District official record of 
the conditions as they existed for a determination of a "No Burn" day 
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FIGURE A-13 
 IMPERIAL COUNTY AFFIDAVIT 30 DAY PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
Fig A-13: A copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District official record 
(affidavit) affirming the publication of the notice of availability of the Exceptional Event 
Demonstration for December 14, 2015.  The date for closing comments was April 11, 2018 
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FIGURE A-14 
IMPERIAL COUNTY 

COMMENTS REGARDING THE DECEMBER 14,2015 EE DEMONSTRATION 
 

The ICAPCD did not receive any comments 
 

 


